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BY MISGANAW ASNAKE

ADDIS ABABA- The terrorist TPLF’s 
stealing of the UN fuel tankers is not 
something new and its siphoned off millions 
of dollars of the western aid for victims of 
the 1984-85 famine  is also demonstrated 
the faction’s age-old and inborn habit. 

A 2010 BBC investigation found much of 
the money raised in the “We Are the World” 

T-TPLF’s theft  undying   habit

BY HAILE DEMEKE 

ADDIS ABABA – The terrorist TPLF 
deserters  exposed that the extremist faction 
is committing grave crimes aganist the 
people of Tigray and forcing the youth to 
warfronts. 
The federal government has declared a cease-
fire aimed at saving further destruction and 
finding sustainable solution to the problem 
while the group declared the humanitarian 
truce to be dead on the following day. The 
T-TPLF came up with all sorts of lies and 
fabrications to destroy the relative peace 
that has prevailed in the past few months as 
a result of the government’s initiative. 

Quoted by local media, the deserters  
who hail  from Hagere Selam and Axum 
respectively  said leader of the outlawed 

group Debretsion Gebremichael made clear 
that any able Tigrayan, who does not take 
part in the war, will not have full right to 

 Deserters expose 
T-TPLF’s brutality on Tigray people 

live in Tigray, and will not enjoy the same 
privileges as those who participate. “We are 

BY STAFF REPORTER 

ADDIS ABABA-  Despite  Ethiopian 
government unreserved commitment to 
keeping the door  open for  peace until now 
, the terrorist TPLF clique has continued its 

T- TPLF  carries on 
aggression  

• Gov’t urges int’l community to 
Pressure T-TPLF to choose peace

BY ABDUREZAK MOHAMMED

ADDIS ABABA- Putting his global 
responsibility aside, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom has been using his position 

Tedros manipulates WHO 
position to advocate 

for T-TPLF 

Live Famine Aid of 1985 was used by the 
same group to buy weapons to overthrow 
the government of the time. Former rebel 
leaders told the BBC that they posed as 
merchants in meetings with charity workers 
to get aid money. 

In a similar fashion, this fascist group stole 
the UN fuel tankers for its war efforts and as 

it was reported by the UN Secretary General 
Spokesperson Stephane Dujaric, over 500, 
000 liters of fuel to be used to transport 
food and other items to Tigray was taken 
away by the criminal clique.  “This loss of 
fuel will impact humanitarian operations in 
supporting communities in all of northern 
Ethiopia. We condemn any looting or 
confiscation of humanitarian goods or 
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BY MESERET BEHAILU 

ADDIS ABABA—Various countries have 
condemned the terrorist TPLF looting of a 
number of gallonsof fuel from World Food 
Program operating in Tigray and suggested 
that negotiation is the only leeway to get out 
of the trouble the country finds itself in. 

German Foreign Office tweeted  that the  
T-TPLF has seized fuel that is going to be 
utilized to distribute lifesaving humanitarian 
assistance. The office has also added that the 
people of Tigray, Amhara, and Afar have 
severely suffered from the repercussions 
followed the northern conflict. 

The office further stated that it has deeply 
disappointed on the breached of ceasefire 
in the northern Ethiopia, instead of coming 
to round table negotiation. The office has 
also believed in negotiating and the German 
government continues supporting the 
mediation led by the African Union (AU). 

Since the start of the conflict, hundreds of 
thousands of people have been forced to 
leave their homes and millions are suffering 
from hunger and misery.  Similarly, various 
innocent daughters and women were 

Germany,dev’t partners  denounce  T-TPLF’s fuel looting  

seriously exposed to human right violations, 
the office noted.  

Samantha Power, USAID Head on her part 
said substantiating the above comment that 
the TPLF’s theft of over 150,000 gallons of 
fuel from WFP is harassment and decayed 
manner againstinternational aid move. 

“As the act is severely against 
feedinginnocent Ethiopians, it has to 
be deeply condemned and we seriously 
urged TPLF to return the fuel and respect 

humanitarian operations,” she added. 

Similarly, Department of USA, Bureau of 
African Affairs on its part twitted that the 
U.S. joins the UN in expressing concern 
about 12 fuel trucks that have been looted 
by the TPLF. The fuel is intended for the 
delivery of essential lifesaving humanitarian 
assistance andthe Bureau has condemned 
any actions that deprive humanitarian 
assistance from reaching Ethiopians in need.

United Nations Under-Secretary-General 

ADDIS ABABA – The theft of 12 tankers with 570,000 
liters of fuel by TPLF from the World Food Programme 
(WFP) warehouse in Tigray state capital Mekelle is 
unacceptable, Russia’s Ambassador to Ethiopia Evgeny 
Terekhin said.

In an exclusive interview with ENA, Ambassador 
Terekhin said the storages were to address the dire 
situation of the people.

“These storages of food stuff and fuel are supposed to 
be used to help humanitarian assistance for the peaceful 
population of Tigray, which is suffering from different 
man-made and natural calamities,” he noted.

And now these items are gone, the ambassador stated, 
adding that “this is really an unacceptable action.”

“What is even worse is that I am sure that after a certain 
time those people who have robbed the storages will 
shout about the problems and sufferings of the common 
people of Tigray state. But who is to be blamed?”  

Commenting about the reaction of the international 
community, Ambassador Terekhin said “I cannot imagine 
anybody in his senses in the international community 
supporting such deeds … Of course, I understand that 
certain sides will try to refrain from condemning, but 
truth will always come to the surface and everybody 
will understand what has really happened and what is 
happening.”

Russia condemns T-TPLF’s 
theft  of  fuel from WFP 

warehouse

BY TSEGAYE TILAHUN

ADDIS ABABA - Ethiopian Americans 
have opened petition campaign to re-
designate Tigray People’s Liberation 
Front (TPLF) in the U.S. Foreign Terrorist 
Organization list. 

Ethiopian Americans started signing petition 
to re-designate the TPLF on the U.S Foreign 
Terrorist Organization list. It is a high time 
for the U.S government to re-designate the 
TPLF a foreign terrorist organization.

Since the TPLF is a violent armed 
organization designated on the U.S. 
“Foreign Terrorist Organization” list until 
2014 when it was removed. It remains listed 
as a terrorist organization in the Global 
Terrorism Database and has been declared a 
terrorist organization by the Terror Research 
and Analysis Consortium for documented 
acts of terrorism. 

The acts include massacre and torture of 
civilians, bombings, hostage taking and 
kidnapping of foreign nationals, journalists 
and local leaders, armed robberies, hijacking 
of truck convoys, extortion and various 
other terrorist activities.

On November 3-4, 2020, armed TPLF 
terrorists attacked the Ethiopian Northern 
Command and committed mass atrocities 
on Ethiopian federal troops.

Over the past year and half, TPLF terrorists 
have waged relentless attacks on Amhara 

for Humanitarian Affairs(OCHA) 
andEmergency Relief Coordinator, Martin 
Griffiths on his part said, “The act of 
T-TPLF plundering of over 570,000 liters 
fuels is strongly condemned as the fuel is 
primarily used for the partners of the UN to 
deliver humanitarian aid to people in need. 
Due to this reason, the humanitarian aid 
organizations are incapable of delivering 
the food to the needy.”     

He further noted that if the humanitarians 
delivery is not provided timely, starvation 
of people would rampant and many citizens 
will be exposed to lack of medication, 
food insufficiency, and other humanitarian 
sufferings in the Tigray state. Therefore, the 
fuel looted by the TPLF should immediately 
be returned so as to safeguard a number of 
citizens from grief and catastrophe. 

It is to be recalled that, Tigrayan authorities 
stole 570,000 liters of fuel from  World 
Food Program (WFP )running activities 
inTigray state.  Millions will starve if 
the organization is run out of fuel. This is 
outrageous and WFP demand on returning 
of the fuel immediately, said WFP Chief, 
David Beasley.  

Petition campaign urges U.S.  to 
re-designate TPLF as terrorist  

organization 

and Afar states, and by mobilizing 
and coordinating other terrorist 
groups throughout Ethiopia 
committed unspeakable crimes 
against humanity documented in 
reports of international human 
rights organizations.

A year ago, on August 31, 2021, 
armed TPLF terrorists raided a 
USAID humanitarian aid warehouse 
and looted food, medicine and other 
items kept for vulnerable civilians.

A year later, on August 24, 2022, 
armed TPLF terrorist raided a World 

Food Program (WFP) facility, 
imprisoned the staff and hijacked 
12 fuel trucks carrying 570,000 
liters of fuel kept for distribution of 
humanitarian aid.

On August 24, 2022, WFP chief 
David Beasley condemned TPLF’s 
terrorism and demanded immediate 
return of the fuel trucks.

The U.S. has listed Boko Haram, 
the Nigerian terrorist group, and Al 
Shabab, the Somali terrorist group 
on its “Foreign Terrorist Group” 
roster, it was learnt. 

Ambassador Evgeny Terekhin
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attacks, Government 
Communication Service (GCS) 
said.

While the readiness of the federal 
government to talk unconditionally 
is preserved, it will take action 
targeting the military forces that 
are the source of the anti-peace 
sentiment of the TPLF, GCS’s 
press release yesterday stated.

Therefore, “We called upon our 
people living in Tigray state to 
stay away from the areas where 
the TPLF military equipment and 
training facilities are located,” it 
warned.

By the same token, the 
Government of Ethiopia has urged 
the international community to 
pressure  TPLF to choose the path 
of peace.

The GCS  said that the TPLF is 
blocking all ways leading to peace 
because the group is not capable to 
survive without war.

Ignoring all of the peace 
alternatives presented by the 
government, the terrorist group 

TPLF armed group continued its 
recent attacks on the areas that are 
under the control of the  Ethiopian 
National Defense Force(ENDF), 
as to the statement .

The statement said that the  
T-TPLF has continued carrying out 
a concerted attack on the positions 
where  ENDF  have been holding.

“It is known that the Ethiopian 
government has passed a decision 
to resolve the problem in the 
northern part of the country 
peacefully. Based on this decision, 
the Government has enacted a 
unilateral ceasefire. Even knowing 
that some humanitarian assistance 
vehicles and aid materials 
were being diverted for none 
humanitarian purposes.”

For the sake of the people of 
Tigray, the Federal Government 
has been facilitating humanitarian 
assistance to enter the Tigray 
Region unhindered. It has 
proposed a negotiation plan 
and announced designated 
Government negotiators. It has 
declared readiness to discuss any 

issues at anytime, anywhere.

However, the TPLF clique 
that cannot live without war, is 
sacrificing the youth of Tigray and 
undertaking attacks in multiple 
areas. Government of Ethiopia’s 
efforts for peace and the sacrifices 
it has made thus far are well 
known.

Therefore, the international 
community must condemn the 
TPLF for its continued provocation 
and incitement of violence. The 
Government of Ethiopia calls 
upon the international community 
to refrain from equalizing the 
Government with the TPLF in its 
“two sides” judgment call.

It also called upon the international 
community to push the TPLF to 
move towards the peace option 
proposed by the Government. 
If this is not the case and the 
TPLF continues its attacks, the 
Government of Ethiopia will be 
forced to take any action in order 
to fulfill its obligations under the 
law, the statement added.

T- TPLF  carries...
to advocate for the terrorist TPLF group, the renowned Ethiopian-
American independent journalist said. 

Speaking to international media the journalist Hermela Aregawi 
stated that the leading member of the criminal clique Tedros has 
been using his office to garner support for his old comrades. 
“Tedros is the only and first non-medical doctor head of the 
WHO and he has been accused for covering three different 
cholera outbreaks and running [inhumane programs during his 
tenure as health minister in Ethiopia].”

As to her, the WHO chief was also part of the T-TPLF when they 
were just firing off bullets at protesters who were objecting the 
rugged elections. What is happening in Tigray is that the ethno-
fascist terrorist assembly, which used to run Ethiopia brutally for 
27 years, is now holding the people as hostage to get back into 
power. “The U.S. Horn Envoy went to Tigray earlier this month 
and took pictures with leaders of the radical faction who are 
using the people as collateral to get back into the government.” 

Noting the terrorist enterprise has shown strong disregard in 
getting to the negotiation table to end the devastating conflict, 
Hermela called on the people of Tigray to condemn Tedros and 
his ex-comrades destructive activities. “On this weird earth, 
what we are doing is allowing this guy to get on a microphone 
and say the reason the rest of the world does not care about 
Tigray is because of the skin color. He is the reason for Tigray’s 
suffering.”

Tedros is actually flipping the story and saying that the world 
does not care about the people, because the racism is just 
absolutely laughable, the journalist emphasized. 

Tedros manipulates...

humanitarian premises.”

It is to be recalled  that Mission 
Director of USAID to Ethiopia, 
Sean Jones   stated that the T-TPLF 
forces have caused a great deal of 
destruction in every village and have 
looted warehouses, trucks and other 
properties they have visited. Almost 
exactly a year ago, Jones was talking 
about the militants’ robbery and 
destruction of the U.S. aid warehouse 

in the neighboring Amhara State.

Moreover, a year ago the group stole 
about 500 UN aid trucks claiming 
they “couldn’t return them due to fuel 
shortage” meanwhile the UN reports 
affirmed that the T-TPLF had taken 
twice the amount of fuel they needed to 
return the trucks. It is evident that the 
radical group used the fuel to transport 
armed militants into the neighboring 
Amhara and Afar states. 

T-TPLF’s theft...
fresh recruits joined the combatants under 
duress and the group forcibly took one child 
from each family and threatened those who 
refused its call-for-arms as traitors.”

When the government is exploring all options 
to consolidate the humanitarian truce, the 
T-TPLF is actively working for the demise 
of the truce. The terrorist enterprise is also 
clearly rejecting the bold peace overtures of 
the government and declared another round 
of war on August 24, 2022. 

The federal government in collaboration 
international humanitarian aid organizations 

has been delivering food and non-food aid 
to the needy people of Tigray whereby the 
criminal clique is hijacking the supply to feed 
its combatants. Indeed, it is very difficult to 
get food and medicine in Tigray because of 
the cruelty of the T-TPLF.

As a result, a large number of people are 
fleeing into the neighboring Amhara State in 
search of a better life. Apart from preventing 
the people from getting humanitarian 
assistance, the faction is enlisting children 
that are under the age of 15 by detaining them 
and threatening their families, according to 
an eyewitness from Shire town. 

Deserters expose... 

BY YESUF ENDRIS 

ADDIS ABABA- Ministry of Trade and 
Regional Integration stated that drafting new 
Commercial Registration and Licensing 
Directive is of significantly useful in easing 
service delivery to investors operating in 
Ethiopia. 

Briefing journalists yesterday, Trade and 
Regional integration State Minster, Hassan 
Mohammed said that the government has 
been working to ease the process of doing 
business as the global market enters into 
tough competition. 

“The old commercial registration and 
licensing directive is being amended 
entertaining new directive. Hence, we are 
hoping that it will enhance private sector 
engagement in Ethiopia. The draft has been 
tabled for discussion in the presence of 
private sectors. In so doing, the government 

Ministry to amend Commercial Registration, Licensing Directive 

will take the proposal suggested by private 
sectors in to account,” he said. 

He said that the draft is expected to regulate 
contrabandists and inflation that are caused 
by the unconstrained market system, and the 
ministry has employed online platforms to 

serve customers and stakeholders. 

“So far we have offered trainings to 
commercial companies and governmental 
sectors working on trade and investment. 
Some 1463 experts have been trained about 
the registration and business licensing 

nationwide so as to help trainees deliver 
service to investors easily. Investors can 
also access the registration and licensing 
service online without demanding agents 
and incurring extra cost,” he stated. 

Ethiopian Chamber of Commerce and 
Sectorial Association President, Eng. 
Melaku Ezezew also said that the existing 
commercial system needs to be amended 
otherwise the country will never be 
competent in the global market. The 
amendment of the existing directive should 
also accommodate modern technologies,” 
he noted. 

“An investor coming from foreign 
country always needs to deal with laws 
and directives. Thus, we have to reform 
commercial laws and directives in due 
course of grabbing foreign and international 
investors’ attention keeping the national 
interest,” he said. 

Ph
ot

o:
 G

eb
ab

oG
eb

ri
e

Hassan Mohammed Melaku Ezezew



THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD  SATURDAY 27 AUGUST  2022 PAGE 4

Editor's Note: The views  entertained 
in this article do not necessarily reflect 

the stance of The Ethiopian Herald  

 Opinion

BY SOLOMON DIBABA

The modernization of Ethiopia’s foreign 
trade has featured among the multiple 
sets of the country’s foreign trade 
challenges that were visible over the last 
50 years. Ethiopia continued to depend 
on monoculture foreign trade including 
coffee and oil seeds and a relatively 
small amount of raw, semi-proceed and 
processed leather products.

The country lacked modern logistics 
services which continued to chock 
the foreign trade sector of the nation 
preventing it to compete in international 
trade. The mismatch between international 
demands of agricultural products and 
Ethiopia’s inability to supply high quantity 
and quality products have contributed to 
the stunting grow of Ethiopia’s foreign 
trade transactions.

Over the last several decades, Ethiopia 
continued to face various hurdles in 
her foreign trade which included lack 
of wider market access, low level of 
private investment, high transaction 
costs, infrastructural deficiencies, delays 
in service delivery, limited market 
knowledge, and shortage of skilled work 
force challenging Ethiopia’s export sector.

Besides, lack of modern logistic services 
and technologies required for promoting 
foreign trade has seriously affected 
Ethiopia’s overseas trade transactions. 
These problems have remained unsolved 
for many years and in spite of the fact that 
the country had continued to issue a series 
of economic plans to boost the economy 
of the country, the results often attained 
were far below national forecasts.

The national multiple sets of reform 
programs that were conducted in the 
country over the last four years included 
major macro level economic reforms 
which were clearly incorporated Home 
Grown Economic Reform Program 
which later developed into Ethiopia’s Ten 
Years Perspective Plan ( 2021- 2030 ). 
Promotion of foreign trade by establishing 
free foreign trade zones across the country 
was one of the most important components 
of the plan document.

What exactly is a free trade zone and 
what is the purpose of establishing 
such zones in Ethiopia? It is popularly 
understood by economists is any location 
where goods can be shipped, handled, 
manufactured, reconfigured and re-                                                                                                                                              
exported through major seaports, 
international airports or border facilities 
between two or more countries. The 
world’s largest FTZs include 10 ASEAN 
countries, China, Japan, South Korea and 
Australia.

FTzs facilitate logistics efficiency and 
reduce redundant logistics services and 
cut the amount of time to process logistics 
and other service delivery activities. They 
provide employment opportunities and 

The role of free trade zones in the promotion of Ethiopia’s 
Economic Development

also improve cash flow with relatively 
lower processing fees as well as deferred 
export duties. The establishment of FTZs 
is a new economic undertaking in Ethiopia.

On the 15th of August, Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed inaugurated the first free 
trade zone established in Dire Dawa about 
445 kms to the east of Addis Ababa. The 
Dire Dawa FTZ was meant to reduce 
logistics time and cost, improve efficiency 
and trade competitiveness in the world 
market. It would be instrumental in 
attracting more FDI, promote urbanization 
and further industrialization.

Speaking on the inauguration ceremony 
of Dire Dawa Free Trad Zone several days 
back, Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed said 
free trade zone will enable Ethiopia to 
better integrate with the rapidly changing 
world. He affirmed that the development of 
free trade zone will facilitate the country’s 
export import and emphasized government 
commitment to construct additional free 
trade zones to enable competition with the 
global trade systems and to enhance the 
country’s technological capability.

The Dire Dawa Free Trade Zone 
encompasses, Dire Dawa Industrial Park, 
Djibouti Port and the Ethio-Djibouti 
Railway Line and the Dire Dawa 
International Airport as well. Ethiopian 
Airlines has already issued a notice that 
it would soon start cargo service to Dire 
Dawa.

The establishment of successful free 
trade areas in the country presupposes the 
fulfilment of several economic factors that 
are of crucial importance for the economic 
development of the country.

Improved productivity and quality control 
on products that arrive or are manufactured 
in the zone must be assured. International 
trade is an extremely competitive area 
bearing huge opportunities and possible 
threats for Ethiopia. Ethiopia’s agriculture 
export commodities should be produced 
on the level of international quality and in 
the necessary quantitative volume. It must 
be noted that productivity on agricultural 
export commodities requires enough inputs 
and human power as well as mechanization 
that could boost productivity. Productivity 
also requires commitments from managers 
and work force in both public and private 
agricultural undertakings. 

On the other hand, producing export 
standard manufactured goods needs to 
consider the high level of competition on 
the export of consumer goods in the world 
market as many industrialized countries 
can produce quality consumer goods that 
could determine prices and quality of the 
manufactured goods. Here, Ethiopia needs 
to focus on agricultural and manufactured 
goods on which it enjoys comparative 
advantage. This among other things could 
include food items, textile and apparel, cut 
flowers, foot wear and electronic products 
like cell phones and other electrical and IT 

equipment.  

One of the challenges that was observed 
over several years in the past is concerned 
with quality standard packing and cold 
storage system for perishable food 
items for export and for cut flowers. The 
establishment of a free trade zone in Die 
Dawa will also help to resolve issues in 
this area.

It is interesting to note that Dire Dawa is in 
close proximity with areas in the country 
that are endowed with huge livestock 
resources that could be processed for 
export. In addition, horticulture products 
produced in and around Dire Dawa area 
can benefit from the development of the 
free trade area.

The most important task ahead invariably 
included producing detailed operation 
manual and directives for the major 
activities that are to be conducted in 
the Dire Dawa FTZ. This would help to 
monitor and evaluate the general operation 
of the FTZ and establish the standards for 
uniformity of operational services in the 
free trade zone.

Among other things, providing continuous 
and updated training for management and 
staff members who coordinate the entire 
process needs to be considered in the 
shortest possible period of time.

Providing trainings for owners and 
management staff of various companies 
who are prospective clients of the free 
trade zone is a better strategy to ensure 
free flow of the businesses to be conducted 
in the zone. 

The newly established Dire Dawa FTZ 
is indeed a showcase for similar FTZs 
to be established across the country. 
Establishing various economic zones 
specializing on various development 
projects, more industrial parks and agro 
industrial parks, logistic networks in the 
form of railways and all weather roads 
will help to form modern FTZs in various 
parts of the country.

The Dire Dawa FTZ and more free trade 
zones to be established across the country 
set an excellent background for economic 
integration among East African countries 
and will position Ethiopia on an important 
hub for ACfTA as the country will be in a 
position of comparative advantage due to 
her geographical location.

The free trade areas in the country will 
certainly generate huge employment 
opportunities for the youth in the country 
and will also increase export earnings for 
the country and will bring in the necessary 
hard currency to pay her debts and also to 
expand the industrialization of the country.

Moreover, the FTZs in the country will 
force in diversification of the national 
economy and therefore promote export 
diversification in the country. The import 
substitution programs that are underway 
in the country will enable the nation to 

increase the list of export commodities 
both in type and in volume.

With the expansion of FTZs in the country, 
Ethiopia needs to seek more international 
markets to deliver her commodities on 
the global market. The nation needs to 
initiate international expositions and also 
participate on international expos and 
trade fairs in a bid to advertise her export 
commodities.

Special attention should be given to 
the manufacturing sector by ensuring 
the necessary linkage between various 
manufacturing enterprises in a more 
planned manner.

The manufacturing industries to be 
established in and outside the FTZs in 
the country must be supported with the 
expanded flow of FDI into the country 
preferably through joint ventures or 
individual investment undertakings. 
Ethiopia’s free trade zones will catalyze 
the flow of multi-faceted investments. 

The free trade zones will facilitate smooth 
and modern financial transactions in the 
export sector saving time and energy 
for processing financial issues in the 
respective zones.

The free zones will set an excellent 
opportunity for data collection and 
documentation of the state of exports at 
any point in time by utilizing modern IT 
systems to be prepared for such purposes.

These zones will serve as an excellent 
opportunity for students who wish to 
conduct researches on the state of the 
economy of the country by following 
the necessary interlocking linkages from 
production up to the export level. 

By promoting urbanization across the 
country, the free trade zones will provide 
better social service facilities needed in 
and around the free zones. In addition, the 
zones will be able to connect with similar 
free zones around the world. With their 
close proximity with Dire Dawa FTZ, 
Afar, Somali and parts of Oromia will 
be able to secure wider benefits for the 
promotion of economic development in 
their regions.

It must be understood that the free trade 
zones to be established in the country are 
not operating with any challenges. Just to 
mention some, the government is taking 
the sole responsibility to establish such 
zones incurring huge public investments. 
However, the free trade zones will 
certainly boost the economy of the country 
and would help to ensure the nation’s 
prosperity. 

This indeed is not an easy task but it is 
possible to realize it over the coming ten 
years.
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The terrorist TPLF’s (T-TPLF) looting of fuel reserved for the 
transportation of humanitarian assistance to the Tigray people 
irrefutably shows its disrespect not only to the people of Ethiopia 
but also to the International Community (IC). The rag-tag element 
should be hold to account for its repeated callous acts.  

Many from around the world are denouncing this outrageous 
act of the terrorist group. Of course, this by itself sends a clear 
message to the group as the IC would no longer tolerate the 
criminal character of the T-TPLF. But more measures that go far 
up to making the clique accountable for all its misdeeds should 
be taken by the IC. The elements’ cronies in the diaspora never 
care about the suffering of the people of Tigray and the adjacent 
states. Persons such as the WHO chief never have real empathy 
for the people. Their main objective is to see the criminal 
enterprise seize power by any means possible. 

The world is condemning the acts of both breaking into the 
premises of an international humanitarian organization and the 
theft of fuel. In addition, the looted fuel is used for war purposes. 
What is more, humanitarian workers of the WFP are also detained 
by the group. All are a direct affront to the IC.

This disgraceful conduct of the group does nothing good except 
aggravate the existing suffering of the people. No doubt, the 
suffering of the people means an opportunity for the group to 
attract international aid to hijack and use it for war purposes. 

The group’s character has been clear to all. Over and beyond, 
the recent despicable event has proven the fact that the main and 
the only enemy of Tigray people is the T-TPLF. But what must 
equally be understood among the members of the IC is that the 

group has also been a major threat to international peace and 
security. 

The government has gone a far distance while allowing the 
provision of humanitarian assistance without any restriction. In 
simple terms, the government puts it that it is ready for peace 
talks ‘anywhere,’ ‘Any time’ and ‘without precondition’. It 
has also set up a high-level peace committee that the country’s 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Demeke 
Mekonnen chairs. The committee has transparently commenced 
activities. 

Still, the government has made it clear that peaceful ways are the 
only way to conclude the northern conflict.

On the flip side, the track record of TPLF tells us that it has been 
a bandit group both as a guerrilla and even after assuming public 
office. The recent crime against a UN-agency being a notable 
showcase, it has been robbing humanitarian organizations as well 
as the government’s coffer. Most of the group’s crimes are well-
documented ones. The now T-TPLF external mouse piece written 
on the BBC on March 3, 2010 under the headline ‘Ethiopia 
famine aid ‘spent on weapons’ says it all.

The bottom-line is: The IC must continue with its pressure on the 
T-TPLF to make it end its gambling on innocent lives. Dearly 
needed humanitarian supplies must not be used for war. There 
must not be compromise on this. In unison all should say “never 
again” to its abusive deeds. Equally, the olive branch extended 
by the government has to come to fruition. The suffering of the 
people of Tigray must end. For this to be real, the IC should be 
firm on its resolve. 

BY SOLOMON DIBABA
Before trying to answer this question, the 
writer of this contribution feels that it is 
necessary to provide the reader with a brief 
background on the formation and nature of 
the terrorist group.
Terrorist TPLF was established in 
February 1975 in the wilderness Dedebit 
as a liberation front that intends to secede 
from the Ethiopian polity. According to the 
Tigray Manifesto issued in the same year, 
the group had a dream of establishing what 
it called Greater Tigray by annexing all 
areas bordering Tigray in which Tigregna 
speaking population has settled. This 
included Wolkayit-Tegede, Northern Afar, 
Raya and Kobo as well as parts of present 
Eretria. These areas were territorially parts 
of Amhara, Afar and Eretria
The group embraced a racist ideology of 
Tigray Teserie right from the beginning 
but later on established a party called 
Marxist-Leninist League Tigray adding 
a combination of Maoist ideology and 
the teachings of Enver Hoxha the former 
Prime Minister of Albania.
In late 1980s, the group abandoned its 
Marxist stance and embraced the western 
ideology of nationalism only to replace 
it which what it called a revolutionary 
democracy borrowed from the Vietnamese 
Revolution. It claims to follow this defunct 
ideology right to this date while in fact the 
organization can be described as an ethno-
fascist clique that is the most parasitic 

focoist group that heavily depended on 
the Tigrian peasantry and by stealing relief 
supplies meant for drought stricken people 
of Tigray in 1984.
The terrorist group took power in Ethiopia 
after establishing a coalition of ethnocentric 
organizations it formed in accordance 
to its image and ruled the country with 
unprecedented violation of human rights 
and pillage of public property. The group 
never abandoned its devilish dream of 
establishing Greater Tigray at the expense 
of the people of Ethiopia and through 
foreign direct aid.
Today, when the international community, 
the UN systems, EU and AU are calling 
for peace negotiations with the Ethiopian 
government and under the official position 
of the Ethiopian Government which 
has now established a National Peace 
Negotiating Committee, the terrorist group 
has total rejected government proposal for 
negotiated ceasefire to facilitate the process 
of rebuilding war ravaged Tigray.
Why is T-TPLF reluctant to engage in 
negotiated ceasefire to be followed by 
peace talks to be facilitated by AU? 
There are a number of clear reasons why 
the terrorist organization has continued 
in its sabre rattling for the third round of 
war on the people of Ethiopia. The writer 
enumerates the following basic reasons 
behind the group’s preparation for a third 
round of war.
To begin with, T-TPLF fails to understand 

that this is an internal issue totally under 
the jurisdiction of the sovereign Federal 
Government of Ethiopia. The nation chose 
to opt for peace for the benefit of the 
people of Ethiopia which legally includes 
the people of Tigray as well. However, the 
terrorist group and its leadership want to 
invite the US, EU and UN and a host of 
other countries in a bid to solicit support to 
gain a political victory under a negotiation 
process that could be dragged for years. 
The group has no interest in a negotiated 
solution but is already forcefully dragging 
the youth in Tigray for another round of war 
as if the death of more than 300 thousand 
citizens was not enough. The truth is the 
terrorist group is afraid of its own people as 
a quest for peace negotiation could threaten 
its survival as a political force and as the 
future of its handful of civilian leaders and 
pension age generals would be at stake.
On the other hand, T-TPLF is intending to 
link its own political agenda of establishing 
Greater Tigray with western aspirations to 
control the Horn of Africa and the Red 
Sea serving as a Trojan horse for western 
and Egyptian hegemony in the region. 
Here, it is important to note the political 
dependency syndrome on the west from 
which the group is suffering. The terrorist 
group in Tigray has been bragging that it 
would take the Port of Assab from Eretria 
as part of the territorial domain of Greater 
Tigray.
T-TPLF is trying to avoid negotiated 

Why is T-TPLF dragging its feet on negotiated ceasefire and the peace process?

IC: Hold rag-tag element to account

ceasefire and peace talks with its utterly 
false accusation that its forces were attacked 
by ENDF and that that the ceasefire is 
“technically violated.” The truth is the 
group is afraid of a situation in which it 
would be certainly being held accountable 
for the crimes it has committed against 
humanity in Amhara and Afar regions. The 
group is also afraid that the mendacious 
false propaganda it has been fanning 
will expose it before the international 
community which so far heeded to its 
misinformation campaign.
The terrorist organization has been using 
false narratives in its entire life and is 
afraid that its supporters from the western 
world and the US will ultimately realize 
its deceptive stance and decide to abandon 
this useless client that does not serve them 
any purpose.
The divided terrorist group thinks that any 
negotiated peace talks will down grade 
its importance as a political force as the 
Federal Government will have sovergnnity 
over Tigray and be responsible for the peace 
and over all socio-economic development 
of the region including the rehabilitation of 
infrastructure and social services in which 
the group will have only a minor role. The 
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Art & Culture  
Is translation an art, a science or both? 

The perils of ignoring the rules
BY MULUGETA GUDETA 

The late Ethiopian writer and translator 
Mammo Wudeneh once said at a conference 
on translating foreign books into Amharic, 
that the important point was to have a good 
command of the language into which any 
work-fiction or non-fiction- was translated 
rather than the original works in which 
the book was written. According to his 
claim, having a good command of Amharic 
was more important than having a good 
knowledge of English or any other foreign 
language from which the book might 
be translated. In other words, since Mr. 
Mammo had a good command of Amharic, 
it was not so important for him to have an 
equally good command of English. 

Whether he was right or not in his 
opinion about translation, Ato Mammo 
had established himself as a major author 
and translator of foreign works, mainly 
detectives, from English into Amharic. His 
books both the original and translated ones 
were very popular among his fans and the 
reading public in general. His detective 
works involving the operations of Israeli 
intelligence organization known as Mossad 
against terrorists and rival spy agencies 
were particularly celebrated and devoured 
with gusto. 

Works Like “The Odessa Files” or “Our 
man in Cairo” ranked among the most 
favorites of his translations. These were not 
obviously first rate literary works and the 
reading public did not mind much as long 
as it could grasp the basic plot points and 
the unfolding of the narrative that was mind 
gripping like and works of that genre. 

Mr. Mammo Wudeneh’s translated works 
were commendable because they required 
a lot of efforts and commitment as well as 
discipline to start and finish. He may also 
be considered as the first major Ethiopian 
translator of detective works into Amharic. 
For these and other reasons, he deserve 
commanding and should rank among the 
Ethiopian authors who introduced translated 
books to the reading public that enjoyed his 
efforts as entertainment or deserving more 
serious consideration depending on the 
nature of the stories and their appeal. 

Many translated works have appeared 
before and after Mr. Wudeneh has left 
the literary scene. A new generation of 
book translators have appeared and gone 
into decline leaving the scene to yet new 
translators who followed their own rules 
or adhered to the principles of translation 
to give the public. Contrary to Mammo 
Wudeneh’s claims, experts in literary 
translation have put in place the basic 
principles a translator should follow when 
doing their job. According to one approach, 
“translators should be proficient in both 
the source and target language; avoid 
translating “word for word”; use common, 
everyday language; produce the target text 
in an eloquent and harmonious style.”

In the example we saw above, Mr. 

Mammo’s claimed that it was not important 
to know both source and target languages 
equally well. The above example on the 
contrary maintains that “a translator should 
be proficient in both the source and target 
languages”. Who is right? It is better to 
leave the judgment to readers or experts in 
translation. According to a related opinion, 
“A good translator should first and foremost 
read through the original text carefully. 
Doing so multiple times will then render 
you able to avoid on coming errors.”

Yet another view maintains that translation 
is a work of art. Who said that translation 
is an art? A man called Miremadi writes 
that, “whether translation is considered an 
art or a science, it is, in its modern sense, 
a by-product of a long history of trials and 
errors, developments, improvements and 
innovations.”  

Jiri levy’s book entitled The Art of 
Translation is considered by many critics 
as and authoritative work on the subject,   
translation.  “Although focused on literary 
translation from theoretical, descriptive 
and historical perspectives, it presents 
a conceptualization of a general theory, 
addressing a number of issues discussed 
today. The practical mission of the book 
as a theory extending to practice is based 
on the same historical-dialectic affinity 
of methods, norms, functions and values, 
accounting for the translator s agency and 
other contextual agents involved in the 
communication process. The book will be 
useful to translators, researchers, students 
and teachers in Translation and Literary 
Studies.”

 To sum up our brief excursion on the subject 
of translation we can conclude by outline 
some of the most important points any 
aspiring translator should consider before 
embarking on such an arduous even if not 
lucrative job. To begin with, there are four 
kinds of translations: Literary translation, 
professional translation, Technical and 
administrative translation.”

There are at last ten rules of translation 
as indicated above. These are, a)The 
translation should be brief b)You have to 
use proper grammatical formats c) You need 
to stick to the gist of the content d)Go for 
proper meaning instead of a word-to-word 
translation. ...e) Clarity of certain dates and 
places, f) Use a more active voice, g) Avoid 
humor) the translation should be accurate 
h) Try to connect with the audience through 
the translation i) Give priority to quality of 
translation over quantity.

As far as the objectives of a good translation 
are concerned, researchers suggest that 
“Translation enables people all over the 
world to communicate effectively. It is a 
knowledge courier, a guardian of cultural 
heritage, and essential to developing a 
global economy. Through translation, you 
can ensure that all of your information and 
data are conveyed in the same way as the 
original documents’ essence. There will be 
no linguistic errors, and everything will be 

accurately conveyed.”

Nowadays, there are many methods of 
translation including what experts call 
electronic or digital translation that makes 
use of computer program specifically 
designed for doing translation from one 
language to another. The problem with 
digital translation is that it is mainly 
focusing on the technical or programmed 
aspect of the work while overlooking the 
human elements that are outlined above as 
elaborated by experts. 

You cannot obviously tell a computer 
translator program to have the above rules 
on mind while doing its job. Most of the 
vital characteristics of a good translation 
emanate from the human action, evaluation 
and rules. Nowadays, there is a phenomenon 
known as “content translation” which means 
as content translation means “converting 
your content to a new audience in another 

language via translators and interpreters is 
referred to as content translation.”

The times when the late Mammo Wudeneh 
and his like-minded colleagues involved 
in translation works may be different to 
the present time when either as an art 
or a science, translation has become an 
independent activity unto itself and a 
lucrative business that is conducted by 
highly popular publishing houses. Some 
translators have achieved great respect and 
status through the quality of their translation 
works. We can perhaps consider the case 
Gregory Rabassa, the leading translator of 
the major fictional works of Nobel Laureate 
Garcia Marquez, including “One Hundred 
Years of Solitude”. The author Marquez 
once made a sarcastic remark about his 
translator by saying that, Rabassa was the 
best “Latin American writer in English.”

Russian émigré writer Vladimir Nabokov 
once said about translations and translators 
that. He was the English translator of 
Pushkin, among others:

“Three grades of evil can be discerned in 
the queer world of verbal transmigration. 
The first, and lesser one, comprises obvious 
errors due to ignorance or misguided 
knowledge. This is mere human frailty 
and thus excusable. The next step to Hell 
is taken by the translator who intentionally 
skips words or passages that he does not 
bother to understand or that might seem 
obscure or obscene to vaguely imagined 
readers; he accepts the blank look that his 
dictionary gives him without any qualms; 
or subjects scholarship to primness: he is 
as ready to know less than the author as he 
is to think he knows better. The third, and 
worst, degree of turpitude is reached when 
a masterpiece is patted into such a shape, 
vilely beautified in such a fashion as to 
conform to the notions and prejudices of a 
given public. This is a crime, to be punished 
by the stocks as plagiarists were in the old 
days.”

There are many people involved in the 
arduous work of book translation in this 
country. Most of them are translating 
historical, psychological or medical works 
without being historians, psychologists or 
medical professionals. This tendency put 
more pressure on these people because they 
have to put additional efforts of having a 
good grasp of history, psychology, medicine 
on any other field of knowledge. 

Literary translators are, on the other hand, 
in a better position because they have 
the advantage of translation literature on 
the basis of their personal knowledge, 
preference or love of a given foreign author. 
Here too they should do better listening to 
the comment by Nabokov who said in the 
above quote that, The next step to Hell is 
taken by the translator who intentionally 
skips words or passages that he does not 
bother to understand or that might seem 
obscure or obscene to vaguely imagined 
readers… he is as ready to know less than 
the author as he is to think he knows better.”

“Translation enables 
people all over the 

world to communicate 
effectively. It is a 

knowledge courier, a 
guardian of  cultural 

heritage, and essential 
to developing a global 

economy. Through 
translation, you can 

ensure that all of  your 
information and data 
are conveyed in the 

same way as the original 
documents’ essence...
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Law & Politics

BY ADDISALEM MULAT 
It is pertinent to note that the criminal 
enterprise that has been weaning itself from 
the peace process on several occasions 
under the guise of multifarious lame reasons 
ended up breaching the ceasefire. Albeit the 
incumbent has been working its fingers to the 
bones with a focus on burying the hatchet, 
the rouge group has continued downplaying 
the proposed peace deal and mystifying 
the broader international community with 
untrustworthy information.   
After the  criminal group has been pushed back 
to the Tigray state by the Ethiopian National 
Defense Forces, the federal government has 
been engaged in getting itself involved in a 
considerable amount of measures that can 
scale down tension unfolding in the northern 
part of the country and  reinstate calm. It is 
also absolutely clear that the unilateral truce 
declared by the incumbent has smoothed the 
path of unrestricted access to humanitarian 
measures.   
Notwithstanding the fact that the government 
has given the green light to unhindered 
humanitarian access to Tigray state to make 
peace happen, the criminal faction around the 
clock kept on taking advantage of the truce 
for preparing for another round of war.  
It is no hyperbole to say as escalating tension 
and beating the drums of war is in the DNA 
of the illegal enterprise that works around 
the clock to move the country into uncharted 
waters, the rouge element has retained 
working in partnership with its stooges 
residing at home and abroad. On top of that, 
the outlawed gang as usual has continued 
bringing layers of conspiracies into play to 
cause unrest as well as chaos and intensify 
human suffering.  
Failing to learn from its previous mistakes, 
the crooked group has been trying every trick 
in the book to up the ante in the northern part 
of the country undermining the peace deal 
proposed by the federal government aimed at 
burying the hatchet for good and all. 
As opposed to sitting at the negotiating table 
and going to the ends of the earth to get to 
the bottom of the problem in an atmosphere 
of calm, the evil enterprise has been keeping 
its nose to the grindstone to turn the lives of 
noncombatants into living hell.  
In the same way, failing to reciprocate the 
incumbent’s positive moves to end hostilities, 
the criminal gang has broken the truce on 
the lookout for quenching the thirst for its 
barbaric deeds and meeting the interests of 
its allies struggling at all hours of the day 
and night to pursue their hidden objectives of 
backing the country into a corner.  
As old habits die hard the illegal enterprise 
has sustained misleading the broader 
international community by working in 
corporations with inappropriately named 
international media outlets. Other than that 
the group has been unremittingly playing 
the victim card and laying the blame at the 
government’s door.    
At the time when the illegal enterprise braced 
for another round of full-scale war, the low-
rated media outlets remained tightlipped 
giving the cold shoulder to the incumbent’s 
effort to beat swords into plowshares. 
Quite the reverse when the disgruntled 
group opened salvo breaching the peace-

establishing agreement, the media outlets 
set in motion puzzling the international 
community with their usual imaginary stories 
making common cause with the group. 
Dejectedly, treating with contempt the AU-
led peace efforts and the wider international 
community, the criminal enterprise has lately 
morphed into ransacking 12 full tankers with 
570,000 liters of fuel that have been kept for 
humanitarian purposes.  
Needless to say, this is not a new phenomenon 
bearing in mind the fact that the criminal 
organization on its watch for nearly three 
decades had looted billions of Birr in addition 
to turning the lives of millions of Ethiopians 
into a living hell. The evil deeds of the group 
in black and white demonstrate the fact that 
it has been using hunger as a weapon of 
political war. 
By giving the cold shoulder to the international 
community and deliberately exposing them 
to hunger, the criminal gang has continued 
turning the lives of noncombatants that 
need urgent needs into chaos and upside 
down. While on the subject, the international 
community’s muteness over the unlawful 
actions of the group many a time and oft has 
emboldened the criminal gang to continue its 
nefarious deeds. 
Despite the government’s continuous peace 
efforts to get to the bottom of the problem 
in an atmosphere of calm, the group has 
continued beating the drums of war to 
increase the suffering of noncombatants and 
drag the government into another devastating 
war. 
Other than that since the declaration of the 
humanitarian truce, the criminal organization 
has been carrying out huge compulsory 
recruitments holding the people of Tigray 
hostage targeting at making its evil deeds. 
But it is no secret that the nefarious deeds of 
the group brought nothing to the people of 
Tigray but turmoil and havoc. 
The criminal acts in the northern part of the 
country have caused incalculable human 
and material damages by committing 
multitudinous extrajudicial executions, 
sexual assault, robbery, and other evil deeds. 
Taking the criminal acts of the outlaw 
gang into consideration, the international 
community should condemn the robbery and 
the warmongering activities of the illegal 
group before the situation goes from the 
frying pan into the fire.  
The TPLF launched an offensive on the 
morning of August 24, 2022, reigniting 
the conflict and flagrantly violating the 
humanitarian truce.
The TPLF falsely alleged that the Government 
of Ethiopia had commenced another “full-
fledged war”. TPLF’s propaganda machinery 
is at the same time spreading this falsehood, 
betraying a well-orchestrated effort, 
according to information obtained from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
The TPLF forcefully conscripted and 
trained youth from the region, mobilized the 
population through coercion and propaganda, 
and launched the offensive as expected.
The Government of Ethiopia has demonstrated 
its commitment to resolving the conflict in 
Tigray through peaceful means over the past 
several months. The Government has taken 
a number of confidence-building measures 

to resolve the conflict in the Tigray region, 
including declaring a unilateral indefinite 
humanitarian truce on March 24, 2022. It 
has been expediting unfettered humanitarian 
access to the Tigray region. The Government 
has also been increasing transportation and 
distribution of fuel and cash.
In addition to facilitating the smooth delivery 
of humanitarian assistance to our people 
in need in the region, the Government of 
Ethiopia signed a Third-Party Implementation 
Agreement with the United Nations Office 
for Project Services (UNOPS) to implement 
the World Bank-financed Recovery Project in 
the Tigray region on July 11, 2022. These are 
well-known facts.
Furthermore, on July 12, 2022, the 
Government appointed a High-level Peace 
Committee to lead peace negotiations 
with the TPLF. This appointment of a 
Peace Committee shows the Government’s 
commitment and good faith to pursue 
constructive engagement and approaches to 
the peace talks.
The TPLF, however, true to its character, 
repeatedly downplayed the peace efforts 
and, in fact, failed to reciprocate the 
confidence-building measures taken by 
the Federal Government of Ethiopia. The 
TPLF’s belligerent rhetoric has recently 
been intensified after the Peace Committee’s 
announcement, on August 17, 2022, of 
additional steps towards peace, including the 
readiness to sign a permanent ceasefire and 
agree on arrangements for the restoration of 
services that would have paved the way for 
the commencement of political settlement.
However, on the very same day of the 
announcement of these additional steps in 
the peace plan by the High-Level Peace 
Committee, the TPLF falsely alleged that 
it had been attacked and that the unilateral 
humanitarian truce could be considered non-
existent. Its propaganda machine has also 
been intensively engaged in undermining 
the peace efforts as well as denigrating and 
attacking the African Union.
This pattern of negative campaigning shows 
clearly the TPLF’s longstanding tactics of 
victimhood and attempts to shift blame. The 
TPLF’s entrenched violent nature and its 
recent behavior explain why it would not be 
ready for peace. The TPLF’s broad daylight 
theft of fuel destined for humanitarian aid 
shows its complete disregard for the welfare 
of people in the region and humanitarian 
principles. The Government of Ethiopia will 
continue working with humanitarian actors to 
reduce the unnecessary suffering that is being 
caused by the TPLF’s callous behavior.
The Government of Ethiopia reiterates 
its commitment to resolving peacefully 
the conflict in the Tigray region. The 
TPLF violated the humanitarian truce and 
launched the offensive. It must bear full 
responsibility for this blatant action and its 
consequences. The International Community 
must unequivocally condemn the TPLF’s 
belligerent actions, its refusal to end the 
conflict through peaceful means, and hold it 
responsible for the suffering it is causing to 
the people in the region. Calling on both sides 
to end the conflict denies the reality and will 
further embolden the TPLF.
The Government will continue with its efforts 
to find a lasting solution to the various social 

and political challenges facing the country 
through the inclusive National Dialogue.
Besides launching  war, the unlawful 
group also stole fuel from the World Food 
Program in an act of extereme disregard 
to humanitrian relief agencies and the 
imternational community. The unforgivable 
crime is drawing sharp condemention from 
the international community who have been 
reluctant to take stif  punitive action against 
the brutal organization.
The UN World Food Program (WFP) 
Executive Director David Beasley said 
Tigrayan authorities stole 570,000 liters of 
fuel which was meant for WFP operations 
in the Tigray Region, calling the situation an 
‘outrageous and disgraceful’ act.
Noting millions will starve, the program 
does not have fuel to deliver food to the 
needy people in the areas; Beasley urged the 
immediate return of the fuel.
The UN Secretary-General Spokesperson 
Stéphane Dujarric said for his part that the 
stocks of fuel were to be used solely for 
humanitarian purposes, with the distribution 
of food, fertilizer and other emergency 
relief items. This loss of fuel will impact 
humanitarian operations and supporting 
communities in all of Northern Ethiopia. 
“We condemn any looting or confiscation 
of humanitarian goods or humanitarian 
premises and call on all parties to uphold their 
obligations under International humanitarian 
law and to respect humanitarian personnel 
activities, assets and goods.”
“On August 24th WFP Warehouse in Mekelle 
was forcibly entered by Tigrayan forces 
who took 12 fuel trucks and tankers with 
570,000 liters of fuel. The team on the ground 
unsuccessfully tried to prevent this looting,” 
he elaborated.
Commenting on the issue, Negasse Beyene, a 
Tigrayan who lives in the Diaspora, said that 
the timing of the provocation and looting of 
the WFP 12 tankers of fuel speaks volume 
about the characteristic feature of the group.
 “I know the group from the inception. The 
TPLF thrives in war and looting. It hasn’t 
an iota of humanity. It has long considered 
the youths of Tigray as a mere instrument of 
war.”
Despite the federal government’s continued 
effort to conclude the matter in peace, the 
group knows that it benefits from war and 
pillage, he added.
The truth is that there is a government in 
Ethiopia that is working hard to part with 
poverty for good. Through bringing the 
people together and embarking upon various 
dearly needed projects, the incumbent is 
aiming at detaching the people from aid 
dependence. And at this juncture, one has 
to understand that there are antitheses of 
the development. “They don’t want such 
governments to appear in Africa.”
The international community must truly 
denounce the group’s despicable acts, 
Negasse pleaded.
Negasse said despite the rocky road towards 
it, the people of Tigray have to raise their 
voice of “enough is enough”. Moreover, if 
Tigrayans in the Diaspora, if they really want 
peace in Tigray, they should denounce the 
heinous acts of the TPLF. They must create 
pressure on the group to fully resort to peace.

Ransacking, beating the drums of war: The criminal 
enterprise’s die-hard habits 
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BY STAFF REPORTER

Mr. Kitaw Yayehyirad lives in Geneva, 
Switzerland. He received his MBA in 
Management of Technology from the 
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology 
in Lausanne (EPLF). He is also a 
PhD-Fellow in Governance and Policy 
Analysis at University of Maastricht 
UNU-MERIT. Mr. Kitaw has been 
participating in advocacy works to 
educate the diplomatic community in 
Geneva and Europe on the Ethiopian 
situation on many important issues. 
He is the founder of the Network 
of Ethiopians in Geneva for Action 
Taskforce (NEGAT), which is a 
founding member of Defend Ethiopia 
Task Force in Europe. No doubt, as the 
city is a seat for nearly 178 permanent 
representatives, international 
organizations and NGOs, information 
of any kind gains a high value, and is 
likely to be interpreted to any use. In 
this interview, he briefly touches upon 
the activities of the diaspora community 
in Geneva and the role NEGAT and 
other diaspora associations are playing 
to support the Ethiopian cause.

What platforms do you use as diaspora 
community to inform the diplomatic 
and international community in 
Geneva about Ethiopia?

Geneva is indeed an international 
city home to many international 
organizations including the United 
Nations Office in Geneva formerly 
known as the League of Nations where 
Emperor Haile Selassie made his 
historical speech in 1936 before it was 
moved to New York after the Second 
World War. 

As an advocacy group of Ethiopians 
defending our country, we frequently 
use Digital Platforms to reach out to the 
Diplomatic Community in Geneva, the 
United Nations Human Rights Office 
but also Geneva Press Club to explain 
and counter the flow of misinformation 
that followed the conflict in the Northern 
Ethiopia in November 2020.  More 
specifically, we have sent out targeted 
emails and launched twitter campaigns 
using a database of key policy makers, 
representatives of permanent missions 
in Geneva and journalists. We have also 
had the opportunity to hand out letter 
and meet with the representatives of the 
High Commissioner of Human Rights 
after the #NoMore demonstration 
organized in November 2021. We 
have also established a community 

website for Ethiopians in Switzerland at 
‘Ethiopians.ch’.   

There is also the Network of 
Ethiopians in Geneva for Action 
Taskforce (NEGAT), a founding 
member of Defend Ethiopia Task 
Force in Europe. Give us a brief 
about it?

The Network of Ethiopians in Geneva 
for Action Taskforce (NEGAT) is a self-
governed group of Ethiopian volunteers 
living in Geneva, Switzerland, who 
value an intellectual and collaborative 
approach to information sharing and 
networking among Ethiopians. NEGAT 
is engaged in advocacy and action 
towards the betterment of Ethiopia, its 
peace, stability and unity. 

The Network was formed in December 
2021 just after the conflict erupted in 
Northern Ethiopia following the attack 
by Tigrean People’s Liberation Front 
(TPLF) on the Northern Command of 
the Ethiopian National Defence Forces. 
A lot of disinformation was being spread 
on the conflict, both in mainstream 
and social media. As Ethiopians living 
in Geneva, home to United Nations 
and other international organizations, 
we have noticed, very early when the 
conflict erupted, the effect of such a 
coordinated campaign to demonize the 
legitimate operation being undertaken by 
the Ethiopian Government and founded 
NEGAT to advocate in the defense of 
Ethiopia. NEGAT is also a founding 
member of Defend Ethiopia Task Force 
in Europe, a group of professionals 
and scholars defending Ethiopia from 
pressures by external entities through 
Public Diplomacy by the Ethiopian 
Diaspora Communities in Europe. We 
have organized Press Conferences, 
written several letters to the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, wrote 
articles in local newspapers to explain 
and give a nuanced perspective on the 
situation in Ethiopia to the Diplomatic 
and International Community in 
Geneva. 

Right after the conflict erupted in 
Tigray, the Network of Ethiopians 
in Geneva for Action Taskforce 
(#NEGAT) and the Geneva Press Club, 
in collaboration with the Ethiopian 
permanent mission in #Geneva have 
organized a press conference on January 
6, 2021 where over 300 members of the 
Diplomatic Community and journalists 
were present. Ambassador Zenebe 
Kebede said the conference aimed at 

putting Developments in Ethiopia in 
the right perspective and correcting the 
misinformation circulating in social and 
mainstream media outlets regarding 
the law enforcement operation in the 
Tigray regional state.  At the panel 
Moderated by H.E. Ambassador 
Minelik Alemu and in the presence of 
Mr. Kitaw Yayehyirad representing 
the Network of Ethiopians in Geneva, 
Ethiopia’s Attorney General Dr. Gedion 
Timothewos, Chief Commissioner of 
Ethiopian Human Rights Commission, 
Dr. Daniel Bekele, and Berhanu Nega 
(Prof) from Ethiopian Citizens for 
Social Justice (Ezema) have reflected on 
several issues surrounding the measure 
taken.

As early as January 2021, in an open 
letter co-signed by several advocacy 
groups in Europe , NEGAT invited the 
Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights to work with national 
entities (Ethiopian Human Rights 
Commission) and bring its institutional 
capacity and experience to bear and 
thoroughly investigate and conduct 
verification with scrutiny prior to 
public communications on Ethiopia. 
We have sent out several follow-up 
letters, including a joint letter by the 
Ethiopian and Eritrean Communities in 
Switzerland to the High Commissioner 
following the #NoMore rally in 
November 2021 where our delegation 
was received in the High Commissioner’s 

Office. The last Open Letter to the High 
Commissioner in June 2022 by the 
Network of Ethiopians in Geneva for 
Action Task Force (NEGAT), endorsed 
by 14 organizations was sent to all 
member states of the United Nations 
Human Rights Council (UNHRC) as 
members of the Council were preparing 
to meet in Geneva for the 50th regular 
session of the Human Rights Council 
for an oral briefing on the situation 
in Ethiopia on the 20th of June 2022. 
A twitter campaign was organized to 
maximize the reach of the letter among 
member states during the session.

How are you using this network to 
voice the national cause?

We mainly use it as a platform to 
advocate for the national cause by 
writing letters to relevant international 
entities, media, policy makers in Geneva 
for multilateral purpose and Switzerland 
for national ones. Moreover, the group 
has organized press conferences, digital 
campaigns (Twitter and email) to voice 
and explain Ethiopia’s cause to the 
international community and other 
relevant entities such as journalists, UN 
Human Rights Council Member States 
Permanent Representatives in Geneva. 
NEGAT has also created Ethiopians.ch 
as a platform to exchange information, 
locally mobilize and unite Ethiopians.

Are there other Ethiopian 
organizations established for the 

Diaspora shedding light on the truth 
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Herald Guest
purpose of public diplomacy?  Do 
you get dependable information on 
matters regarding home affairs? 
How?

As a self-governed group, keen in 
maintaining its independence in its 
operations, we do get information 
from various sources and ensure their 
reliability and dependability through 
triangulation before relaying or making 
repurposed use of it. We also have 
close collaborative relationship with 
the Permanent Mission of Ethiopia in 
Geneva. As a founding member of the 
Defend Ethiopia Task Force in Europe, 
which has representation in 12 European 
countries, we also regularly double 
check our information from various 
dependable sources in and outside 
Ethiopia. 

In what way do members in various 
organizations synchronize efforts to 
attain a common goal?

We do have meetings as regularly as 
possible, using WhatsApp and Social 
Media to exchange information. We also 
try to collaborate with various groups in 
Europe and North America on specific, 
time bound agendas (e.g co-organizing 
webinars, twitter and email campaigns 
as well as co-editing and co-signing 
letters to key influential entities in our 
respective countries and continents.

What are your key achievements?

We can see our key achievements both 
at multi-lateral level as well as national 
levels. At the Multilateral Level the 
first thing we did was holding Press 
Conference with the Geneva Press 
Club early when the conflict erupted as 
we noticed the effects of the concerted 
misinformation campaign on the 
International Community in Geneva. 
This has resulted in Press Coverage 
with the participation of over 300 media 
professionals’ members of the Geneva 
Press Club.

The second achievement at multilateral 
level is sending of regular letters to the 
High Commissioner of Human Rights 
(link)

At the National Level (Switzerland) we 
can mention our  engagement with the 
Press, reacting to various misleading 
reporting on the Ethiopia. Received 
authoritative response from the Media 
Mediator to our call for balance and 
objectivity in reporting on the situation 
in Ethiopia. As a result, contacts were 
established with mainstream newspapers 
who have contacted our members and 
wrote balanced articles. (see https://
www.letemps.ch/monde/ethiopie-abiy-
ahmed-coudees-franches. 

We have also participated in organizing 

the #NoMore Rally in November 
2021, releasing a joint statement with 
Ethiopian and Eritrean communities 
in Switzerland and opportunity to 
physically hand a letter to the High 
Commissioner of Human Rights in 
Geneva 

https://ethiopians.ch/net/2021/11/14/
ታ ላ ቅ - የ ሰ ላ ሚ - ሰ ል ፍ - በ ጄ ኔ ቫ - 2 5 -
november-2021/  

333653216. Others listed below

Ethiopia is set to hold a National 
Dialogue. What is the understanding 
of members of the diplomatic/
international community based in 
Geneva?

We believe that more effort is needed 
in making the National Dialogue’s 
thoughtful intentions and purposes well 
communicated and well understood 
by the International Community. As 
a Ethiopian group supportive of the 
National Dialogue, we shall strive 
to contribute to as best as we can, 
including in fundraising, participation 
as stakeholders as part of the 
Ethiopian Diaspora Community and 
also communicating the intent and 
progress of the National Dialogue to 
the Diplomatic Community in Geneva, 
as a complement and support of what 
the Permanent Mission of Ethiopia in 
Geneva will be conducting. 

Can we say that they have an 
improved perception about Ethiopia?

While such a concept is uneasy to 
measure, NEGAT’s actions and 
collaboration with other groups engaged 
in similar endeavors in Europe and North 
America has unarguably contributed in 
having a nuanced perspective on the 
situation in Ethiopia, in countering the 
concerted misinformation, challenging 
the positions, policies and actions of 

multilateral institutions such as the 
UNHRC in Geneva and winning hearts 
and minds of policy makers by giving 
sustained, posed, fact based advocacy in 
favor of Ethiopia. Efforts must continue 
in a more institutionalized and concerted 
manner to truly transform the Ethiopian 
Diaspora as a Public Diplomacy 

instrument in a constructivist approach. 
A lot remains to be done in response to 
pressures and challenges by external and 
internal forces hindering the promising 
transition our country has embarked on 
towards prosperity and lasting peace.
Thank you very much!
You’re most welcome!
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Science & Technology

Astronomers have revealed the first image 
of the black hole at the centre of our galaxy, 
the Milky Way. The image was produced 
by the Event Horizon Telescope (EHT) 
Collaboration, an international team made 
up of over 300 scientists on five continents – 
including Africa.

Black holes were predicted by Albert 
Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity over 
a century ago. They are regions of space 
so dense that nothing, including light, can 
escape. Their boundary is known as the event 
horizon, which marks the point of no return. 
That’s just one of the reasons these objects 
are hidden from our eyes. The other is that 
they are exceedingly small, when placed 
in their cosmic context. If our Milky Way 
galaxy were the size of a soccer field, its 
black hole event horizon would be a million 
times smaller than a pin prick at centrefield.

How, then, can one photograph them? Our 
team did so by capturing light from the hot 
swirling gas in the immediate vicinity of the 
black hole. This light, with a wavelength of 
1 millimetre, is recorded by a global network 
of antennas that form a single, Earth-sized 
virtual telescope. 

The light looks rather like a ring, a 
characteristic signature that is the direct 
consequence of two key processes. First, the 
black hole is so dense that it bends the path 
of light near it. Second, it captures light that 
strays too close to the event horizon. The 
combined effect produces a so-called black 
hole shadow - a brightened ring surrounding 
a distinct deficit of light centred on the black 
hole. In the case of our Milky Way black hole, 
this ring has the apparent size of a doughnut 
on the moon, requiring an extraordinary 
engineering effort to bring it into focus. 

The unveiling of an image of our black hole, 
Sagittarius A*, is not just a massive moment 

for science. It could also be an important 
catalyst for diversifying African astrophysics 
research using existing strengths. We were 
the only two of more than 300 EHT team 
members based on the African continent. The 
continent doesn’t host any EHT telescopes 
– we were brought on board because of 
expertise we’ve developed in preparation 
for the world’s largest radio telescope, the 
Square Kilometre Array (SKA), to be co-
hosted by South Africa and Australia.

Why the image is important

This is not the first time a black hole image 
has captured people’s attention. We were also 
members of the team that captured the first 
ever image of a black hole in 2019 (this one 
is at the centre of a different galaxy, Messier 
87, which is 55 million light years away). 
It has been estimated that more than 4.5 
billion people saw that image. Sagittarius A* 
has also dominated headlines and captured 
people’s imaginations.

But there’s more to this result than just an 
incredible image. A plethora of rich scientific 
results has been described in ten publications 
by the team. Here are three of our primary 
highlights.

First, the image is a remarkable validation of 
Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity. The 
EHT has now imaged two black holes with 
masses that differ by a factor of over 1000. 
Despite the dramatic difference in mass, the 
measured size and shape are consistent with 
theoretical predictions.

Second, we have now imaged black holes 
with very different environments. A wealth 
of prior research over the past two or three 
decades shows strong empirical evidence 
that galaxies and their black holes co-evolve 
over cosmic time, despite their completely 
disparate sizes. By zooming into the event 
horizon of black holes in giant galaxies like 

African scientists, technology could drive 
future black hole discoveries 

government will not allow theft and 
embezzlement of public fund and will be 
the only responsible legal body to collet 
funds to be acquired from provision of 
general services.
The terrorist group is falsely bragging that 
it conducts the war for the freedom of the 
people of Tigray while in reality is  already 
working on destroying the family fabric 
in the region by enforcing fascistic laws 
meant to ensure the survival of handful of 
its leaders who may even wish to abandon 
the region.  Sad stories are coming out of 
Tigray in which young women were forced 
to eke their life as sex workers while day 
light robber has now become a common 
scène in Mekele. 
Although it has hatched a number of 
political groups only to use them as a 
window dressing for the illegal and sham 
election it has conducted in Tigray, they 
are now coming up with legal demands to 
secure their legitimate role in the political 
order in the region pausing as potential 
contenders for power. With the negative 
political track record it is registering in 
Tigray, turning the region into a hell on 

earth, the future of T-TPLF is uncertain 
and the western powers and their media 
could abandon it if it fails to be in control 
in Tigray.
The terrorist group in Tigray has no 
formal experience in either participating 
or conducting political negotiations but is 
always keen to enforce its interests through 
naked force. It is much easier for the 
terrorist group to go to war that engaging 
in a serious negotiations on regional or 
national issues.
It is clearly evident that the group exhibits 
a false image considering Tigray as an 
independent state and even named its rag 
tag armed forces Tigray Defense Forces. 
They try to communicate and correspond 
with international organizations and foreign 
countries as if they are representatives 
of a full-fledged state. They have even 
established a foreign relations office 
in violation of the constitution which 
empowers only the federal government to 
engage in foreign relations. Under such 
level of political undertone they cannot 
swallow the idea of negotiating for peace.

In his usual mismatching talk over the social 
media, Getachew Redda, the Spokesperson 
of T-TPLF came up with a crazy idea of 
going into war while fighting. This shows 
the extent to which the leadership of this 
organization id totally disoriented on the 
fundamentals of political negotiations. 
Negotiating for peace is not as easy as gun 
tottering. It is a win-win process with a give 
and take strategy which requires deeper 
analysis of pros and cons and multiple 
options to be considered. 
Terrorist TPLF choice for war emanates 
from their wrong strategy they devised 
a year ago with an intention to use 
negotiations as a window dressing for their 
continued effort to destroy the ENDF which 
has now reportedly highly modernized 
and mechanized making their dream of 
disruption totally impossible.
This fascistic organization has no plan or 
strategy to manage the affairs of Tigray 
but is busy hoarding money, food and fuel 
to prepare a killer war by using the youth 
a cannon fodder while their own kids are 
peacefully going to school in foreign lands.

The peace negotiations if successful will 
likely end the plight of the youth in Tigray 
but the question is will they ever survive to 
see better days? Look, T-TPLF has created 
animosity between the people of Tigray 
and Amhara, Afar, Oromia and among all 
the people of Ethiopia and is still using its 
surrogate ethno-fascist groups to disrupt 
peace and commit genocide in different 
parts of Ethiopia. This is likely to show that 
the terrorist group will never succumb to 
the requirements of peace.
The writer of this contribution is of the 
opinion that some of the western countries 
give verbal support to the peace process 
and may even not be happy if all is well 
in the Horn of Africa as they may wish to 
fish in troubled waters inn pursuit of their 
interests. The horse they wanted to ride is 
already wounded and may not be able to 
carry out the mission they will give it and 
this would certainly make them to take 
sides in a clandestine manner as they are 
always guided the misinformation they 
receive from a terrorist organization they 
have helped to create.  

Why is T-TPLF dragging...

M87, as well as more typical galaxies like 
our own Milky Way, we learn more about 
how this seemingly implausible relationship 
between the black hole and its host galaxy 
plays out. 

Third, the image provides us with new 
insights on the central black hole in our own 
galactic home. It is the nearest such beast 
to Earth, so it provides a unique laboratory 
to understand this interplay – not unlike 
scrutinising a tree in your own garden to 
better understand the forests on the distant 
horizon. 

Southern Africa’s geographic advantage

We are proud to be part of the team that 
produced the first black hole images. In 
future, we believe South Africa, and the 
African continent more broadly (including a 
joint Dutch-Namibian initiative), could play 
a critical role in making the first black hole 
movies. 

As has been the case with the country’s 
key role in paleoanthropology, there are 
contributions to global astronomy that 
can only be made from South African soil. 
Sagittarius A* lies in the southern sky, 
passing directly above South Africa. That is 

a major reason why this image of the Milky 
Way’s centre, taken by the MeerKAT (a 
precursor to the SKA) is the best there is. 

South Africa also has well-established 
infrastructure at its astronomical sites, which 
are protected by legislation. And it has world-
class engineers at the forefront of their craft. 
This makes for low-cost, high-performance 
telescopes delivered on time and to budget. 

New technology is also on our side: a cutting-
edge simultaneous multi-frequency receiver 
design, pioneered by our Korean colleagues, 
means that EHT sites no longer need to be 
the most pristine, high-altitude locations on 
Earth.

All the elements are in place for a dramatic 
increase in the number of young Africans 
who participate in this new era of black hole 
imaging and precision tests of gravity. In the 
coming years, we hope to be writing about 
findings that couldn’t have been made without 
technology on South African soil, as well 
as African scientists leading high-impact, 
high-visibility EHT science in synergy with 
our multi-wavelength astronomy and high-
energy astrophysics programmes.

(Source: The Conversation)
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Opinion polls show majority of Japanese 
opposed to state funeral for longest-serving 
premier.

Japan will spend $1.83m on a state funeral 
for slain former leader Shinzo Abe, the 
government has said.

Japan will spend $1.83m on a state funeral 
for slain former leader Shinzo Abe, the 
government has said, despite growing 
opposition from a public angered by 
revelations of the ruling party’s ties to the 
Unification Church.

Abe, Japan’s longest-serving but divisive 
premier, was shot and killed at an election 
rally on July 8, and although funeral services 
were held soon after, Japan has decided 
to hold a state funeral at Tokyo’s Nippon 
Budokan arena on September 27.

The government of Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida, an Abe protege, decided the state 
funeral would be paid for solely with state 
funds and confirmed the estimated cost on 
Friday.

Japan to spend $1.83m on ex-PM Abe’s state funeral

But opinion polls show persistent opposition 
to the idea. In the latest, published on 
Sunday, 53 percent of respondents were 
against a state funeral.

The public has been angered by revelations 

of ties between the ruling party and the 
Unification Church, which a vast majority 
of respondents to opinion polls feel has 
not been fully explained and has become a 
major headache for Kishida, dragging down 
his support rates.

The church, founded in South Korea in the 
1950s and famous for its mass weddings, 
has over the years faced questions about 
how it solicits donations.

Abe’s suspected assassin, arrested at the 
scene moments after the shooting, bore 
a grudge against the church, alleging it 
bankrupted his mother. According to his 
social media posts and news reports, he 
blamed Abe for promoting it.

The man is undergoing psychiatric 
evaluation, media has reported.

Japan’s last fully state-funded funeral for 
a prime minister was for Shigeru Yoshida 
in 1967. Subsequent ones have been paid 
for by both the state and the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), of which Abe was 
an influential member.

Several current and former world leaders 
are expected to attend, with news reports 
saying arrangements were being made for 
former US President Barack Obama to take 
part.

Source: Reuters

French art historians have estimated 
that some 90% of Africa’s looted cultural 
heritage is believed to be in Europe.
Benin art objects and bronzes are pictured at 
the Linden Museum in Stuttgart, Germany 
on June 29, 2022. 
Germany has signed an agreement to transfer 
ownership to Nigeria of the Benin Bronzes, 
among Africa’s most culturally significant 
artefacts, looted in the 19th century.
The signing was done on Thursday between 
the Foundation of Prussian Cultural 
Heritage (SPK) and Nigeria’s National 
Commission for Museums and Monuments 
(NCMM) to transfer their ownership from 
the Ethnological Museum collection in 
Berlin to Nigeria.
British soldiers took hundreds of bronzes – 
intricate sculptures and plaques dating back 
to the 13th century onwards – when they 
invaded the Kingdom of Benin, located in 
what is now southwestern Nigeria, in 1897.
The artefacts ended up in museums around 
Europe and the United States and for years, 
African countries fought to recover them.

Germany returned the first of the sculptures 
to Nigeria in July.
Thursday’s agreement, which the SPK 
described as the most extensive transfer of 
museum artefacts from a colonial context to 
date, covers 512 objects which ended up in 
Berlin in the aftermath of the 1897 looting.
The first objects will be physically returned 
to Nigeria this year. About a third of the 
treasures will remain on loan in Berlin 
for at least 10 years and exhibited at the 
Humboldt Forum in Berlin. The loan might 
be extended.
“This represents the future concerning the 
artefacts issue; a future of collaboration 
among museums, a future of according 
respect and dignity to the legitimate requests 
of other nations and traditional institutions,” 
said NCMM’s Abba Isa Tijani.
He urged museums outside Germany to 
emulate the agreement.
French art historians have estimated 
that some 90 percent of Africa’s cultural 
heritage is believed to be in Europe. African 

Germany signs deal to return Nigeria’s Benin Bronzes

countries have long sought to get back 
works pillaged by explorers and colonisers 
as Western institutions grapple with the 
cultural legacies of colonialism.
Earlier this month, London’s Horniman 
Museum said it would return 72 artefacts, 
including 12 brass plaques, to the Nigerian 
government, following a similar move by a 

Cambridge University college and a Paris 
museum last year.
German Commissioner for Culture and the 
Media Claudia Roth said it was an example 
for museums in Germany with colonial-
era collections and that further agreements 
would follow in coming months.

Source: Reuters

French President Emmanuel Macron (R) 
and Algeria’s President Abdelmadjid 
Tebboune (L) after a joint press conference 
at the presidential palace in Algiers.Ludovic 
Marin.

 French President Emmanuel Macron is 
in Algeria, one of the world’s biggest gas 
producers, for his second official visit since 
he took office. The trip, billed as a diplomatic 
visit, will likely also see an attempt by the 
French to strike a new gas deal with their 
Algerian counterparts.

Leading a 90-strong delegation of ministers, 
business leaders and sports personalities, 
President Macron will attempt to “deepen 
the countries’ bilateral relationships - with 
a view towards the future” and “reinforce 

Franco-Algerian cooperation in the region 
and to continue to heal the divisions of the 
past”, according to the Elysee palace.

The relationship between Algeria and the 
Macron administration has been fraught, 
with both sides clashing over the legacy left 
by Algeria’s war of independence.

In 2021, Macron described Algeria as a 
militaristic country, accusing it of “cashing 
in on memories” of France’s colonial past. 
In response to the comments, Algeria 
recalled its ambassador to Paris and banned 
French military jets from Algerian airspace.

Algerian President AbdelmadjidTebboune 
and President Macron are also visiting a 
monument to the victims of the country’s 
war for independence and hold a number of 

bilateral meetings.

Macron will also meet with young 
entrepreneurs in Algiers before heading to 
Oran, in the west of the country on Friday, 
to visit a record store famous for its role in 
promoting Rai music.

Despite the cultural visits, the trip will 
undoubtedly have economic undertones, 
with the French delegation eager to secure 
additional gas supplies from their Algerian 
counterparts.

Last month, Algiers announced that it has 
signed a $4 billion deal to provide 4 billion 
cubic meters of natural gas to Italy, a 113 
percent increase from what Algeria had 
earmarked for Italian export.

A possible bargaining chip for French 

diplomats could be the ongoing 
disagreement over the number of visas that 
France is issuing to Algerian nationals. In 
autumn 2021, Paris halved the number of 
visas for Algerians, in response to what 
it viewed as insufficient cooperation by 
Algerian consulates in deporting Algerian 
nationals who had been expelled from 
France. Paris could capitalise on the fact 
that Algiers is eager to see visas numbers 
return to previous levels.

Despite the three-day charm offensive 
being geared towards a “lasting rebuilding” 
of Franco-Algerian relations, Paris will 
undoubtedly be hoping for Algeria’s 
assistance in the face of the energy crisis.

Source: AFP

President Macron seeks to repair ties with Algeria during 3-day visit
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BY MENGISTEAB TESHOME
It is common knowledge that war affects 
people severely; but women and children 
differently. Whenever conflicts arise, women 
and children suffer disproportionately not 
only during the war; but also even at the 
aftermath of war. Women and children are 
often the most vulnerable and prone to being 
hit the hardest.  
During the war, women and children aside 
from experiencing physical violence, high 
level of and psychological traumas (stress 
and fear), suffer from lack of basic resources 
and   compelled to live in constant fear and 
uncertainty. Further, because the effects of 
war will continue for years after the war ends, 
many women are left widowed and countless 
children orphaned.  
Due to this and women’s good nature- 
compassionate, and caretaker instinct as 
well as sensitivity about others’ wellbeing-
women always stand by the side of peace 
and prioritize peace at any rate, strive to 
curb the occurrences of conflicts, not only 
for the benefit of themselves but also  for 
their families and communities at large; and 
broker for peace. For this reason, strides and 
efforts continue to be made in strengthening 
women’s meaningful participation in peace; 
and bringing them to the forefront as agents 
of peace. 
“Mothers should stride in unison to stop 
warmongers who want to benefit out of 
it” Sewasew Sileshi, founder and CEO of 
“Mother of the Generation for Peace and 
Reconciliation” organization.  
As to her, it is children of poor Ethiopians 
and the young people who are sacrificing 
their lives in unjustifiable war. Therefore, 
we, mothers, should stop the warmongers 
forces who are attempting to incite war and 
benefitting out of it.    
In an exclusive interview with the Ethiopian 
Press Agency (EPA) Sewasew noted that 
there will not be a generation that turn deaf 
ears and blind eyes for mothers’ appeal. Thus, 
mothers should join hands and stand together 
to stop those forces benefiting from war.
Mentioning that similar movements of 
women are underway in the western world 
and in some other areas; Sewasew said that, 
however what is happening in every state of 
our country and in some areas is caused by the 
fact that politicians have got the opportunity 
to drive the youth towards their own objective 
to realize their political interests.
She further noted that most of the politicians 
who have led the country in various contexts 
are still alive. However, several of the youths 
who were fighting to fulfill the agenda, 
interest and purpose of those leaders’ are no 
longer alive. They sacrificed their lives for 
the sake of those politicians. For this reason, 
mothers should be vigilant, mobilize and 
actively participate in the effort made to stop 
war, she underscored. 
Most of the politicians and leaders who had 
been participating in Ethiopia’s political 
landscape over the past 50 years are still 
alive. Unfortunately, those children of poor 
Ethiopians ended up serving as cannon 
fodder. Mother of the Generation for Peace 
and Reconciliation organization, hence, 
wants to advice the young people to say 
“why” and have understanding at all aspects. 
“Here after, as mothers, we have no tolerance 
to shoulder and accept the sufferings and 
death of a generation. We have travelled a 
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long distance through riots, conflicts, protests, 
killings, and armed struggle for many years. 
The one way which we had never tried it is 
to calm down and come to reconciliation and 
peace for the common good of the people and 
the nation, Sewasew remarked.
According to Sewasew, in earlier times, there 
was a trend of pointing a finger at each other. 
However, currently all the problems are going 
down and reflected among the people. It is a 
brother who is killing his brother. A mother 
by no means put differentiation among her 
children and favors one over the other. In the 
same manner, Mother of the Generation for 
Peace and Reconciliation, owing the value of 
a mother, will strive to resolve problems that 
may arise nationally; and works to sustain 
peace.
The generation that passed away in the last 
fifty years is many, said Sewasew. Currently, 
many people were killed. Other than making 
the deceased ones a one-time agenda, 
criminals should be made accountable 
and quickly punished for the crime they 
committed, she remarked.   
As to the CEO, by alleviating the problem, 
we should approach and show compassion 
for the families of those who have lost their 
beloved ones and those who were killed in 
different circumstances as their grief is our 
grief.   
“Let us bring the issue seriously, take all the 
wrongs together and come up with a common 
solution.”
The organization is keen to work hard being 

part of the national reconciliation effort and 
create peace in various parts of the nation 
based on the mother values and dealing with 
fairness.  “We should work hard to foil the 
danger and sustain peace,” she reiterated.  
The Organization conducted its first meetings 
in the presence of senior government officials 
and religious leaders and elders, youth and 
people drawn from the society among others.    
 “The conference had been our starting point. 
We are working setting a plan to grow to a 
great level and make it mothers’ movement.  
Mothers’ movement will work focusing 
on to end up the sufferings and killings 
of a generation and to bring peace in our 
land,” Sewasew expressed her ambition and 
aspiration. 
According to her, the antipathy path that 
political organizations have taken so far has 
not brought about the desired change for the 
country and the people.
Even those who claim to liberate the state 
for the good of the people have done nothing 
good for the people except exacerbating 
their sufferings and misery. The way these 
politicians have followed in the past has 
failed. The worst, they led the land to sacrifice 
its young generation.
Those who sacrificed their lives in both 
parties are our children. We are sick of the 
death and the sufferings of our young people; 
and we have to boldly say to all politicians 
“we will not allow you to gamble with the 
lives of our children,” Sewasew concluded. 

Sewasew Sileshi, Founder and CEO of “Mother of the Generation for Peace and Reconciliation” organization
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