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Letter of Protest against the undue pressure on Ethiopia by the United States of America  

Your Honor, 

 Mr. President, 

We Ethiopians, Swiss citizens of Ethiopian Origin, would like to welcome you to our second home: Switzerland. 

The people of the USA stood with us during our worst days of famine and sheltered millions of Ethiopians who 

were forced to exile due to two decades of the ruthless military rule and another three of the Tigray Peoples 

Liberation Front (TPLF) brutal rule.  

On the occasion of your first visit to Switzerland as a US President, we would have loved to march to celebrate 

the long standing friendship and alliance between Ethiopia and the USA but we are forced to protest in Geneva 

to express our disappointment on the fact that a 120 years of friendship and diplomatic relationship between 

Ethiopia and the USA is being undermined by fabricated and orchestrated misinformation campaigns which is 

a result of paid lobby and media groups that are totally detached from the facts on the ground. 

For the first time after five decades of war, famine, and hopelessness and at the cost of two generations that 

paid the ultimate price to build a democratic polity in their respective countries, the Horn of Africa has started 

to breathe a sigh of relief seeing the glimmer of hope at the end of the tunnel and relative peace hovering 

over the horizon. 

your Honor, Mr. President, 

Ethiopian people have paid a heavy price with thousands of lives to liberate themselves from the TPLF brutal 

ethnic tyranny that perpetrated multiple ethnic based massacres and atrocities attested by credible 

international organizations like Genocide Watch, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and many 

more. The people of Ogaden, the Anuwak people, the Amhara people, the Sidama people etcetera have been 



 
 

victims of mass killings and tortures perpetrated by TPLF. Hundreds of thousands were imprisoned, tortured, 

raped, forcefully evicted out of their villages and thousands were summarily executed. 

After three decades of bitter struggle and heavy sacrifice, our people finally managed to break the yoke of the 

TPLF brutal ethnic dictatorship and we are heading towards a free and fair election, through which, we hope 

power will be transferred to elected leaders. As a first democratic exercise we do not expect the forthcoming 

election to be flawless, but we are certain that it will be much more democratic, free and fair than all the 

previous sham elections that we had under the TPLF ethnic tyranny, some of which the front claimed to have 

won at 100%! 

It is sad that such an optimistic commencement is derailed into a quandary as TPLF chose war to get back the 

power it has lost and unleashed a treasonous attack on the northern command of the Ethiopian National 

Defense Force (ENDF) stationed in Tigray. In a bid to destroy the ENDF, TPLF cold bloodedly murdered 

thousands of their comrades in arms.  After confiscating 80% of Ethiopian National Defense Force’s heavy 

artilleries and hitting Eritrea’s capital with multiple rockets, TPLF submerged Tigray and the region into the 

subsequent crisis.  

your Honor, Mr. President, 

We Ethiopians lived through multiple wars and know the ugly consequences of war that our people in Tigray 

are currently going through and we agonize and deeply sympathize with them. It was to avoid the cruel 

consequences of war that we have done all in our capacity to resolve the political difference between TPLF 

and the Ethiopian government through a round table discussion. Following our age-old culture of mediation 

religious leaders from all denominations, elders, community, and civil society leaders were sent to Tigray to 

implore the TPLF leadership not to go to war. Mothers literally went on their knees to beg the leaders of TPLF 

to stop beating the war drum, but TPLF arrogantly rebuked their plea and organized an illegal election in which 

it claimed to have won all seats. The TPLF then declared it no longer recognized the federal government, 

deported from Meqele airport the newly appointed commander of the northern command, and finally 

adventured into its disastrous war. But their bravado didn’t last long and in just two weeks the TPLF force was 

totally annihilated, and the leadership destroyed.  

Based on the obvious facts, Ethiopians were waiting for the world to condemn the TPLF and urge its leaders 

to be brought to justice. Yet, they were caught in total surprise by the announcement on May 23, 2021, by 

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s slamming visa sanctions against Ethiopian and Eritrean government 

officials and other individuals together with his call for the Amhara region forces to leave Tigray and the 

government to negotiate a cease fire with the now defunct terrorist organization TPLF.  

American citizens of Ethiopian origin who voted in droves to bring the democratic party to power, were 

hopping the democrats would be excellent partners to bolster Ethiopia’s transition to a democratic polity that 

is a work in progress after the demise of the TPLF ethnic tyranny. Now with the sanction that the U.S. Secretary 

of State Antony Blinken’s has announced, they are feeling betrayed and backstabbed. They are being forced 

to regret to have voted to the democratic party.  

Mr. President, 

Ethiopian government has arranged unfettered access to all international aid organizations in almost all zones 

in Tigray and is delivering food and other supplies. Even in areas where security is uncertain, military convoys 

are giving cover to the staff and operations of international aid organizations. International media 

organizations are granted access and reporting from all over Tigray. Soldiers suspected of committing rape 

and other crimes are being investigated and some have already been convicted and sentenced. The Ethiopian 

government has allowed the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to 

investigating the human rights’ situation in Tigray in collaboration with the Ethiopian Human Rights 

Commission (EHRC). Furthermore, the Ethiopian Federal Attorney General has recently announced the 



 
 

prosecution of members of the Ethiopian National Defense Forces, demonstrating government’s commitment 

in serving justice. Rather than a punitive policy, we believe your administration should support Ethiopia’s 

efforts in stabilizing the region while encouraging the investigations of alleged human rights abuses to bring 

the perpetrators to justice, which is a primary concern to us as Ethiopians than any foreigner.  

Despite all these positive cooperation between the Ethiopian government and international organizations, we 

are deeply suspicious of the motive of the US administration that is rushing with its heavy-handed sanctions 

and threats even without waiting for the result of the UNHRC investigation. For the last three decades, 

Ethiopians residing outside of Ethiopia and friends of Ethiopia have been marching in big western capitals, 

sending protest letters to their respective authorities to address the brutal crimes of the TPLF ethnic tyranny 

believing that the western world shares the aspiration of 120 million Ethiopians for democracy. What a bitter 

deception to see the western politicians supporting TPLF a ruthless terrorist group that brutalized and 

embezzled our country for three decades. 

Mr. President, 

Millions of Ethiopians rejoiced your victory over Donald Trump who unashamedly encouraged Egypt to bomb 

the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam. With you in the White House, Ethiopians were thinking that America 

and its allies will be our strategic partners and would support our endeavor to get out of chronic aid 

dependency by developing our resources and our effort to build peace and democracy through our first ever 

free and fair election. Ethiopians highly value the 120 years of diplomatic relationship between Ethiopia and 

the USA and think that the USA also gives equal value to this relationship. 

While we highly appreciate the concern and engagement of the US administration to end the tragedy in Tigray, 

the way it is currently handling it is counterproductive. It will only further exacerbate the situation by 

encouraging the remnants of the TPLF to continue sporadically disrupting the normalcy that is being ushered 

after the TPLF forces are annihilated and the organization itself is officially designated as a terrorist 

organization.  

For any well-meaning government and international organization, supporting the provisional administration 

of Tigray and the Ethiopian government that are delivering 70% of the total aid in Tigray is the right thing to 

do. Ensuring such a support will pave the way for bringing normalcy to Tigray rather than trying to breathe life 

into the TPLF dead ethnic tyranny and resuscitate a regime that the Ethiopian people rejected after suffering 

for 3 decades under its brutal rule. Any move to resuscitate the TPLF regime in any form is going against the 

will of 120 million Ethiopians and a sure way of destabilizing the Horn of Africa.  

It is a travesty of justice to sanction the Ethiopian government that has no choice but to enforce law and order 

and defend the country from the war that TPLF imposed on it instead of condemning and sanctioning the TPLF 

junta that has caused all the crisis out of nowhere. 

We appreciate the efforts of the vibrant new Tigray administration that is working day and night in a trying 

environment to provide indispensable services to the beleaguered and careworn Ethiopians in Tigray. It is 

incumbent on all peace-loving bodies who genuinely have concern to the human suffering in Tigray to stand 

with this administration and with the government of Ethiopia. 

your Honor, Mr. President, 

We would also like to express our dismay on Secretary Blinken’s call on Amhara special forces and militias to 

leave Tigray as if they are foreign invaders. To begin with, Amhara special forces and militias are part of the 

national security structure that could be deployed anywhere in Ethiopia as the security challenge demands 

and to see the US government dictating as to which security force should be deployed into which region and 

which one should not inter which region is undermining Ethiopia’s sovereignty that we value dearly.  



 
 

Without the quick deployment of the Amhara special forces and militias into the bordering farmlands and 

cities between Sudan and Ethiopia, the genocide that took place in Mai Kadra where 800 none Tigreans were 

drugged out of their residence and butchered to death by a Samri youth group organized by TPLF could have 

costed us the lives of many thousands of none Tigreans.  It is mind boggling that the Amhara special forces 

and militias that stopped the genocide in Mai-Kadra are being blamed instead of the TPLF youth wing that 

perpetrated this genocide. It makes us suspicious why the Mai-Kadra genocide is deliberately being 

downplayed by the western medias and why they are blowing every incidence as a major crisis and relentlessly 

fabricate lies to fabricate international outrage. 

It is absurd to punish a government that is feeding 70% of the people that are suffering food shortage due to 

the war that the TPLF imposed on them than punishing the TPLF junta that intentionally ignited the war to 

profit from the crisis. It is absurd to see your administration trying to stand with the TPLF riffraff that is blocking 

roads and looting vitally needed food and medical supplies that the government and international aid 

organizations is sending to save lives in Tigray and it is even more absurd to punish a government that 

mobilized all its resources to deliver vital food and medical supplies to save lives in Tigray and cooperating 

with.  

your Honor, Mr. President, 

Adding all these unwarranted near-hostile moves by your administration, we are afraid that history is 

repeating itself. In the 1970s, Jimmy Carter’s administration took a hostile measure against Ethiopia by 

blocking arms for which Ethiopia has made a full payment thereby strengthening the leftists’ rhetoric of 

showing America as enemy of Ethiopia and facilitating their move to drift Ethiopia towards the socialist camp. 

That mistake costed the US 17 years of effort to unseat the socialist military rule and took the lives of millions 

of Ethiopians. 

We urge the US administration to take lesson from the regrettable mistake that the Jimmy Carter 

administration had made, avoid unjustified and counterproductive hostile moves and engage the Ethiopian 

government in good faith, particularly on scaling humanitarian efforts in Tigray and supporting the ongoing 

political and institutional reforms towards a durable peace in the Horn of Africa. 

The Defend Ethiopia Task Force in Switzerland,  

with Defend Ethiopia Task Force in Europe organized in Belgium, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Norway, 

Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 


